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But everywhergherewassomethingelse,too. Therewasoppression- for thosewho werenotthe
friendsof TiberiusCaesarTherewasthe tax gatheretto takethe grainfrom thefields andthe flax from
the spindleto feedthelegionsor to fill the hungrytreasuryfrom which divine Caesagavelargesso
the people.Therewastheimpressotto find recruitsfor the circuses.Therewere executionerso quiet
thosewhom theEmperomproscribed Whatwasa manfor butto serveCaesa?

Therewasthe persecutiorof menwho daredthink differently, who heardstrangevoicesor readstrange
manuscriptsTherewasenslavemendf menwhosetribescamenot from Rome,disdainfor thosewho
did not havethe familiar visage And mostof all, therewaseverywherea contemptfor humanilife.
What, to the strong, wa®nemanmoreor less ina crowdedworld?

Then,of a suddentherewasa light in theworld, anda manfrom Galilee saying,Renderunto Caesar
the thingswhich areCaesar'sndunto Godthe thingsthat areGod's.

And the voicefrom Galilee,which would defyCaesarpffereda newKingdomin which eachman
couldwalk uprightandbow to nonebut his God.Inasmuchasye havedoneit untooneof the leastof
thesemy brethrenye havedoneit untome. And he sentthis gospelof the Kingdom of Man into the
uttermostendsof the earth.

Sothelight cameinto theworld andthe menwho lived in darknessvere afraid, andtheytried to lower
a curtainso that manwould still believesalvationlay with the leaders.

But it cameto passfor a while in diversplacesthat thetruth did setmanfree,although themenof
darknesavere offendedandtheytried to put out the light. Thevoice said,Hasteye. Walk while you
havethelight, lestdarkness£omeupon you, foihe that walkethin darknes«knowethnot whitherhe
goeth.

Along theroadto Damascushe light shonebrightly. But afterwardPaulof Tarsustoo, wassoreafraid.
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He fearedthat otherCaesarsptherprophetsmight oneday persuadenenthat marwasnothingsavea
servantuntothem, that memightyield up theirbirthright from Godfor pottageandwalk no morein
freedom.

Thenmight it cometo passthat darkneswould settleagainoverthe landsandtherewould bea burning
of booksandmenwould thinkonly of whatthey shouldeatandwhatthey shouldwear,andwould give
heedonly to new Caesarsandto false prophets.Thenmight it cometo passthat menwould notlook
upwardto seeevena winter'sstarin the East,andoncemore,therewould beno lightatall in the
darkness.

And so Paul,the apostleof the Sonof Man, spoketo his brethren the Galatiansthe wordshe would
haveusremembegafterwardin eachof the yearsof his Lord:

Standfastthereforein the liberty wherewithChristhasmadeus free and be not entangledagainwith
the yoke of bondage.

This editorial was written in 1949 by the late Vermont Royster and has been published annually
since.

URL for this article:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119844467692147461.html

Copyright 2008 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are governed by our
Subscriber Agreement and by copyright law. For non-personal use or to order multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones
Reprints at 1-800-843-0008 or visit www.djreprints.com.

RELATED ARTICLES AND BLOGS

Blog Posts About This Topic

* Merry Christmas 18to88.blogspot.com
* From Darkness to Light directionstoheaven.blogspot.com

More related content Powered by Sphere e

http://online.wsj.com/article_print/SB119844467692147461.html Page 2 of 2


http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119844467692147461.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/subscriber_agreement
http://www.djreprints.com/
http://18to88.blogspot.com/2007/12/merry-christmas.html?referer=sphere_related_content
http://directionstoheaven.blogspot.com/2007/12/from-darkness-to-light.html?referer=sphere_related_content
http://www.sphere.com/search?q=sphereit:http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB119844467692147461.html

